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One of the most characteristic properties of the cyclopropane deriva
tives under investigation in this laboratory is the ease with which the ring 
is opened by alcoholates. The product is a metallic derivative of an 
isomeric ethylenic ester. 

RCH — CHCOR RCH = C — COR 
\ / + NaOCH8 = I + CH3OH. 

C(CO2CHs)3 NaO(CH3O)C = C — CO2CH3 

The principal object of the present investigation was to secure additional 
information on this obscure process. 

In earlier papers we assumed that the metallic derivative is formed as a 
result of two reactions—addition of alcoholate followed by loss of alcohol. 
We therefore selected for the present work dimethyl 2-phenyl-3,3-methyl-
benzoyl-cyclopropane dicarboxylate. 

C6H4CH — C(CH5)COCH3 

\ / 
C(COiiCH3)2 
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